
Under clear blue skies on Tuesday 13th October, our assembled Friends volunteers celebrated 
Arbor Day with a group of 60+ enthusiastic people, including the Mayor Ron Clarke, 
Councillors, teachers & students from five local schools, as well international horticulture 
students from TAFE (see below).  During the celebration I was asked ôwhat part of the Botanic 
Gardens am I most proud ofõ and I replied ôour partnershipsõ.  From the very beginning when 
Friends first proposed to Council the development of the Botanic Gardens back in 1999, more 
than anything this project has been about the strength and power of partnerships.  In our fast 
paced modern society where words like ôriskõ, ôaccountabilityõ and ôoutcomesõ reign supreme, it is 
easy to forget that manõs greatest achievements have come from working together with a 
common purpose. The 16th Century Spanish priest Baltasar Graci¨n wrote ôThe path to 
greatness is along with othersõ.  I believe that the future of our Botanic Gardens lies in the 
understanding that Friends, 
Council or indeed any 
other group cannot achieve 
true success on their own.  
We will only achieve what 
is truly possible for the 
Botanic Gardens by 
continuing to work 
together in the spirit of 
partnership. 

An example of this 
successful partnership at 
work is our new Friends 
Centre, where Council has 
provided the building and 
Friends have fitted it out 
with grants, community 
funds and of course much 
hard work!  The Friends 
Centre will not only 
provide us with a ôhomeõ 
from which to operate, it 
will also provide the Gardens with a much needed place for visitors and groups to come and 
learn about the Botanic Gardens and the plants of our Gold Coast region.  Friends officially 
commence managing & operating the building on 1st November which is great news and it will 
be very nice to have a roof over our heads for our AGM on Sunday 29th November. 

In his Planting Coordinatorõs Report Alan Donaldson talks about the first steps in the 
development of our Friends Nursery.  This is indeed an exciting project and one which will be of 
great benefit to the Gardens, particularly in the area of regional species which are often very 
difficult to source.  Once we are up and running we are sure to be looking for nursery 
volunteers for propagation and maintenance activities. 

2009 has been another very successful year for Friends and I would like to finish by thanking you 
for your ongoing support.  The strength of our group is indeed in its members and we are very 
fortunate to have a wonderful collection of individuals who work together with amazing spirit.  
Finally, a special thank you to our hard working Friends Committee... your dedication and 
infectious enthusiasm has made this year another pleasure. 

Friends of the Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens Incorporated  
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Year.   

Our last major planting day for the year was on 
Arbor day on October 13th. We were very 
privileged to have in attendance the Mayor and 
three Councillors as well as students from various 
nearby schools and Kate's Metro South TAFE 
students to assist with the plantings. After a short 
welcoming ceremony at the new Friends Centre we 
planted 75  plants (mainly Melaleuca spp) on the 
western end of the Mangrove to Mountains 
pathway. It was good to have Channel 9 give us 
coverage again on the Gold Coast News. After 
planting we returned to the Friends Centre for a 
delicious lunch. It was wonderful to be able to use 
the Friends Centre in this way and our thanks to 
GCCC for allowing us access prior to the official 
handover. Thanks to all the Friends who turned out 
to assist and to Patrick and his crew for the site 
prep. work in the planting area. 

As with last year, our final planting day for the year 
(in conjunction with the AGM) will be a low key 
affair, hopefully near the Friends Centre.  I look 
forward to seeing you there for the plantings and 
the AGM.  

Finally, as this will be my last newsletter item for 
2009 (hasn't it gone quickly?), I would like to thank 
everyone involved with Community plantings for 
the year. I believe we can be very proud of our 
efforts.  I look forward to another busy year of 
plantings in 2010 and wish you and your families a 
very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 
2010. 

 Alan Donaldson  
Planting Day Coordinator  

 Planting Coordinatorõs Report 
Our last Community planting day in the Gum Tree 
corridor on Sept. 20th went well. It was a low key 
day with approximately 38 Friends and volunteers 
planting 368 trees in the 10 different designated 
sections. Although it was not the ideal time for 
planting due to dry and windy conditions pre and 
post planting, when Kate and I last inspected the 
area there appeared to be only minimal losses. 
Fortunately GCCC's post planting watering, and the 
tree guards have helped with their survival. Thanks 
to all for turning out and helping in the various 
ways, from supervising the plantings to the set up 
and catering. A big thanks also to Patrick's staff for 
their site prep work. 

Seeing the remarkable growth of the previous Gum 
Tree Corridor planting last July can only make you 
proud of our association with the Community 
Planting program in this, and in the other areas of 
the gardens. Without this work, our gardens would 
be much the poorer. 

Although a few species that were ordered were not 
available, we managed to obtain a good variety of 
species, and the new system of ordering direct to 
the nurseries is much more manageable. Our 
biggest problem remains in obtaining sufficient 
variety of the lesser known species. Hopefully, with 
the establishment of the Horticultural Reference 
Group more pre planning can be done, this will give 
more time for the Australian Plants group to supply 
more of the lesser known species from their 
nursery. Of interest in the Gum Tree Corridor 
Section "A " plantings (Flowering Gums, Mallee & 
Special forms ), we planted 3 Eucalyptus cladocalyx 
"Vintage Red" grafted cultivars, received as a 
donation for field trial from Ozbreed. 

By the time you read this, the Friends nursery will 
have commenced. The first step will be the 
dismantling and transport to the Botanic Gardens of 
a large shade house from Alexander's Nursery. This 
is scheduled for Tuesday 27th of October. A big 
thanks to Alex and Mirella Jakimoff for their 
generous donation of the shade house and other 
equipment. GCCC have offered transport to the 
gardens and we thank them for this as well. 

From there, final site selection, levelling, water 
supply and draining etc will follow. As yet we have 
no timetable for completion, but it will no doubt be 
one of our priorities for the early part of the New 

My, how they've grown!  Planting Day Coordinator Alan Donaldson 
beside the trees planted last year in the Gum Tree Corridor.  

 
Plenty of helpers at the Schoolsõ Arbor day 

 
Even the swans make it to planting days!  

http://www.ozbreed.com.au/


The Pilot Education Program in the Botanic 
Gardens is nearing an end.  This year sixteen 
classes have participated in the program. 
Approximately 400 school children with their 
teachers and adult helpers have visited the 
Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens all of 
whom have been amazed by what the gardens 
have to offer as an educational and a 
recreational facility. Spring is such a wonderful 
season for the gardens as plants bloom and 
new life in the insect and bird world abound. 

Next year the Botanic Gardens will be able to 
offer up to seven programs to all Gold Coast 
primary schools. The programs, which will 
ÃÏÒÒÅÌÁÔÅ ×ÉÔÈ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 1ÕÅÅÎÓÌÁÎÄȭÓ 
Essential Learnings, will include a Sensory 
Garden Experience, Looking at Incredible 
Insects, Plant Connections focussing on the 
Mangrove to Mountain section of the Botanic 
Gardens, Freshwater Ecosystems in an 
Urbanised Catchment, The Local History of 
Benowa/Bundall (and surrounding areas), 
Bush Tucker Foods and Art in Nature. 

It is a very exciting phase of development of the 
"ÏÔÁÎÉÃ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× &ÒÉÅÎÄÓȭ #ÅÎÔÒÅ 
which amongst other things will provide 
shelter for students and teachers participating 
in the Education Program.  Just like so many of 
the trees and shrubs which have been planted, 
nurtured and are thriving in the Botanic 
Gardens, the Education Program will also 
continue to grow and thrive in years to come. 

Rana Baguley  
Education Co-ordinator  

Pilot Education Program for the Botanic Gardens  
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Students from Benowa State School using their senses to explore the Sensory Garden  
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garden plants.  

Sometimes I am quite overwhelmed by the 
homogenous form of the landscape of our city. 
We could be anywhere!  We do not need to 
imitate other places, our strength lies in our own 
unique character. One day I hope that private and 
public gardens of the Gold Coast will instantly be 
recognisable by their distinctive vegetation. Our 
bioregion is defined by its distinctive boundaries 
of mountains and sea, and I believe local gardens 
should honour the natural environment. The 
textures, colours and fragrances of what we call 
our ôbushõ should also have a place in every 
school garden. If our interdependence with 
nature is established early there is every 
likelihood it will continue with us always. To this 
end the Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens 
SMART Gardeners are assisting Benowa State 
School with tree planting around their oval and 
car park. Soon the school will have the beginnings 
of a mini Mangroves to Mountains garden and 
that first connection with the native plants of the 
region will start. Elanora Uniting Church have 
commenced their new native gardens after sound 
advice and assistance with planning by the 
SMART Gardening team.  Helping another Gold 
Coast School with a butterfly attracting garden to 
be built early next year is the next exciting 
project for SMART Gardeners who so lovingly 
share their skills and knowledge with the 
community.  

I feel privileged each day when I walk through the 
botanic gardens and often witness other garden 
users enjoying and learning from the Mangroves 
to Mountains plantings. This morning at 6 am I 
was walking speedily around my usual fitness 
circuit, and at the same time a couple were 
strolling along the path, camera in hand. From a 
distance I saw them stop several times and 
closely inspect and capture images of a number of 
plants that obviously caught their interest, either 
because of flowers or perhaps interesting foliage 
or maybe even because a bird, butterfly or native 
bee were nearby. Once again a chance encounter 
reinforced my confidence that the work of the 
Friends and our local community in establishing 
this wonderful asset for our region is appreciated 
and loved by many.  I hope that all of our Friends 
and willing community supporters realise just 
how remarkable their Mangroves to Mountains 
garden has become! Sometimes it is difficult to 
absorb just how much we have achieved in a 
moderately short time. While there will always 
be improvements we can make, and new gardens 
to plant, the realisation of our dream of a Gold 
Coast botanic gardens is growing with every 
planting day and working bee. New faces are 
appearing at every planting day and gardens event 
and our momentum will gain pace when we finally 
occupy the Friends Centre.  

A walk through the Mangroves to Mountains will 
be further enhanced by the soon to be 
completed plant labeling and Fact Sheets. 
Interpretation is a critical element of the gardens, 
articulating the messages about our incredibly 
diverse regional vegetation and inspiring 
everyone  to consider using local plant species in 

their own gardens. My collection of plant images 
is growing constantly. Fortunately I can share my 
love of local species with a new generation of 
professional horticulturists as I remind them of 
the potential of our local species as ornamental 

FRIENDS creating a sense of community      and a sense of place  


