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Spring 
Planting Day 

 
Sunday 1st August 

Public Planting 
starts 9am... Friends 
can help from 8am... 

 
Hope to see you there! 
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 Welcome to the second edition Friends News for 2010.    

Recent weeks has seen a flurry of media attention surrounding the Botanic Gardens sparked by a May 5th 

article in the Gold Coast Sun... ôGardens levy set to grow but some want to give it the chopõ.  This was a 

result of comments attributed to Division 1 Councillor Donna Gates during Councilõs recent budget 

deliberations.  What followed was an unprecedented outpouring of support for the Botanic Gardens in 

the form of letters, e-mails and in person.  This support was on display at the official opening of the 

Friends Centre the following week on Tuesday, May 11th, where Mayor Ron Clarke and a number of 

Gold Coast City Councillorõs joined with local MP and Leader of the Opposition John-Paul Langbroek in 

voicing support for the Botanic Gardens.  During this period Friends wrote an open letter to the editor 

which was published in the Gold Coast Sun on Wednesday, May 19th.  As a matter of record this letter is 

reproduced in this edition of Friends News. 

I am delighted to announce that subsequent to these events Council has since confirmed funding for the 

coming 2010/11 year.  I would like to thank the councillors and Gold Coast City Council staff who con-

tinue to place their support firmly behind this essential project.  As we all look forward to the next 12 

months with certainty and a sense of excitement I am reminded of the following quote by Henry David 

Thoreau... 

"If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which 

he has imagined, he will meet with success unexpected in common hours." 

       ñ Henry David Thoreau 

 

With Mothers Day and the official opening ceremony, May saw the Friends Centre kick into high gear 

with 226 visitors for the month.  This activity is set to continue with a number of terrific workshops and 

presentations planned for the year ahead.  There is something for everyone, from a presentation on Na-

tive plants for butterflies to a series of Garden design workshops for home gardeners.  A full Calendar of 

Events is published inside.  These events are sure to be well attended and numbers are limited, so book 

in early. 

 

Just around the corner is our Annual Friends Celebration on Sunday, July 25th at the Friends Centre.  

This event is always a highlight of the Friendõs calendar so book in early and enjoy some quality time with 

our wonderful group of Friends. 

Finally, the following Sunday, August 1st is our National Tree Day with community planting .  Last year 

was Friends biggest ever planting day with over 100 enthusiastic planters and we look forward to an even 

bigger turn out this year... planting starts at 9am! 

 

 

 

Nick Bloor MPLA MAIH AIMM 
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P lan t i ng  Coord ina to rs  R ep or t   

Xanthorrhoea fulva in flower in butterfly garden  Montane Garden with recent plantings 

  Since our last newsletter the Montane garden construction has been successfully completed. Some damage occurred in the very heavy rains early in May with sev-

eral washouts at the bottom of the slope and on the deco pathway. Hopefully this can be addressed with the construction of the proposed extension of the deco 

pathway which will join the primary pathway below the Friends Centre.  

  After the major construction work in the Montane was completed in late April, Friends volunteers and TAFE students from Mt Gravatt completed a small planting of 

approximately 150 plants. Other plants have been ordered plants for the dry creek lines and I hope we can plant these on one of our regular working bees in August. 

These plants should assist in slowing and harvesting the flow of water to the problem areas at the base of the garden. In addition, I am hoping to purchase some 

advanced grasstrees for the area in August. With a few exceptions, the balance of plants for this garden will have to be specifically grown in our proposed nursery, as 

they are not available commercially.  

  My thanks go to Patrick and his team for the construction of the garden, it was a very difficult project made more difficult by the heavy rains we experienced at the 

time. Thanks also to the Friends and students who assisted with the planting.    In time I am sure it will be one of the features of the Mangrove to Mountain walk.  

  Our March Community planting worked out well despite the last minute relocation of planting areas due to the late completion of the Montane garden. Unfortunately 

considerable site preparation weeding work was required in the area prior to the planting ð thanks to all the volunteers who assisted with this difficult work.  

  On the day we had 56 volunteers and Friends plant approximately 250 lower and mid canopy plants in the Eucalypt woodland area. This area was the site of the 

initial Mangrove to Mountains plantings some 6 years ago and was due for some sort of reworking, so in the end the work we completed on the day was very produc-

tive for the gardens. 

  In recent times I have been working on the planning and plant order for the August 1st. Community planting day with Kate and Patrick.  

  The plantings on the day will be divided across several areas, filling gaps in the Gum Tree Corridor (60 trees) and plantings further along the pathway to the river 

(70 trees). This will nominally be called The Regional Trees Walk and Fig Tree Lawn. Whilst this number of plants may seem low by comparison with previ-

ous National Tree Day plantings, they will be spread over about 1 kilometre in length. It will also including using some advanced plants, so the logistics may be 

quite a challenge. Some additional plantings are planned if required, as we have the option to do some in-fill plantings in the Mangrove to Mountain area. 

  Plants selected for the Regional Trees Walk, are mainly rainforest shade trees that will be arranged in family groups. 

  The HRG agreed that the plantings will be in individual holes rather than in large mulched areas as per the Gum Tree Corridor. In addition, there will be gaps left 

between the family groups to allow view lines and dog access to the open lawn areas below.    The Fig Tree Lawn area will be at the extreme end of the pathway with 

the trees arranged around the perimeter of the boundary fence, leaving a lawn area within.  

  There is potential to extend future plantings around the loop of the pathway to return to the Saline Estuary area of the Gum Tree Corridor, using other Regional 

plant Families.  These plantings will take many years to achieve maturity, but in the end they will provide wonderful shade to the dog walkers as well as becoming 

an important part of our botanical collection! 

  The first stage of the Bush Foods garden planting with the Benowa State High Steiner class has been completed. All up we planted 48 indigenous and non-

indigenous bush tucker trees in the area. Future projects there will include planting under-story bush food shrubs and small plants. At the north east end of this area 

we plan to plant an area for Aboriginal Plant use plants. Pending funding, the other end of the area has been reserved for vegetables as well as traditional and multi 

cultural fruit trees in a demonstration garden.  The area has now been mulched or mown in sections, and the plan can now actually be seen on the ground. Hopefully 

the promised pathway extension in front of the Camphor Laurel Avenue will be completed soon; this will bring another area of interest to our garden walkers. Pro-

posed signage for these gardens will attract more walkers as well. I would like to thank Rana, Kate, Lee Rossow and the students, as well as Patrick and his crew for 

their invaluable contributions to the project; it has been one of my more satisfying projects as Planting Coordinator.   Finally, Kate and I are very much looking 

forward to taking a break from our normal routine with our holiday in the UK.  I hope to see you all again for the August Community Planting Day.   

 

Alan Donaldson  
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The Friends Centre building installed in the Gardens by Gold Coast City Council and 

now leased and operated by the Friends is the hub for providing Visitor Information 

Services for the Gardens as well as community education activities. Some of the 

Friends Centre activities include: 

providing information to visitors  

displaying information and materials about the Gardens 

the temporary use of the Centre for the Herbarium 

preparing for and delivering Botanic Gardens education projects and 

practical activities   for schools as well as the Botanica Quest school holi-

day activity 

conducting Friends training sessions, e.g.  SMART Gardener Friends 

Training program  

providing a venue for meetings, including the Botanic Gardens Project 

Control Group, the  Horticultural Reference Group, Friends Committee 

and subcommittee meetings (Herbarium, Education, Interpretation and 

Guiding, Friends Centre Volunteers, Fundraising, publications, SMART 

Gardeners) 

hosting visitor groups (more than 130 people in formal visits by outside 

organisations such as Garden Clubs, International students, etc so far in 

2010), 

being the venue for a program of Workshops and Activities - regular 

workshops and presentations throughout the year, on weekdays and 

weekends open to the public. 

Friends Centre Official Opening  ̧11 th May  

Friends of the Gold Coast Regional Botanic 

Gardens and more than 50 guests celebrated 

the Official Opening of the Friends Centre in 

the Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens at 

Rosser Park, on Tuesday 11th May 2010.  

While we have had our lease of the building 

since 1st December 2009, this was the oppor-

tunity to publicly highlight the community 

focus of this exciting new facility.  We had 

some good coverage of the event from ABC 

Radio 91.7 CoastFM and on Channel 9 Gold 

Coast News.  

 

Mayor, Cr Ron Clarke, officially opened the 

Friends Centre, which is the focal point for 

community involvement in our Botanic Gar-

dens.  Several Divisional Councillors - Cr Eddie Sarroff, Cr Margaret Grummitt, Cr Bob La Castra, Cr 

Dawn Crichlow and Cr Susie Douglas were on hand to support the volunteer efforts of the Friends. 

 

The coverage of the Opening with the wonderful outpouring of local support for the Botanic Gardens 

in the Gold Coast Sun the following day (12th May) saw a massive increase in the number of visitors 

to the Gardens and to the Friends Centre in particular. 

Mayor Ron Clarke and Patron Gene Rosser 
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HERBARIUM NE WS  
 A group of volunteers has been working diligently on the collection, identification, pressing and mounting of speci-

mens from within the Botanic Gardens. This will, in due course, provide a set of  folders containing a reference 

collection for all those plants growing in the Gardens.   

These will be available in the Friends Centre and enable enquirers to study the species, their components and 

their characteristics. 

Work is done on Tuesday and Saturday mornings when the volunteers are able to attend. Specimens will be simi-

lar to the diagram below which shows a specimen collected during Captain Cook's voyage and illustrates that with 

proper care, specimens can be retained for many years. 

It is planned to have an air-conditioned building in the future. Specimens can be preserved for lengthy periods and 

this will lead to the second phase of the herbarium work; that of establishing a unique and complex reference col-

lection of the flora of the Gold Coast and SE Queensland. 

Any friends interested in becoming involved with herbarium processes and assisting in its work, could contact the 

Coordinator, Neil Morley (55392331) for more details. 

 

Specimen preserved from Cookõs Voyage 

 Botanica Quest Friday 9th July - 'Dare to Discover'    

The next school holiday activity for children in the Botanic Gardens is on Fri-

day 9 July with two sessions - one at 9am and another at 10am.  The Botanica 

Quest is a fun nature-based treasure hunt for 4 to 12 year olds.  They can com-

plete as many Quests as they like in the session and collect their prizes in their 

own Questers Bag.  Bookings are essential. $3 per child (which helps to defray 

expenses). Be sure to wear closed shoes and a hat and bring a drink. 



Our Botanic Gardens Just Keep Growing!  
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  Our partnership with Benowa SHS has continued to develop. On 18th May the 

òFruits of the Forestó Garden was planted out by the students. They worked in pairs 

and after a demonstration, each pair planted out 4 bush food trees. 

  Thanks must go to the Botanic Gardenõs gardening staff for preparing the site so 
well. The students did a soil test and     Patrick Whitely, Senior Horticulturalist, con-

ducted a more detailed test that found some deficiencies and remedied them before 

planting. To see the site transformed from an open, flat grassed area to a well 

planned, planted and mulched garden is a great achievement in our first partnership 

with high school students.  Thanks must go to Alan Donaldson who drew up plans for 

the garden in keeping with the Master Plan of the Botanic Gardens (copy kept in the 

Visitors Centre). He also sourced the bush food plants many of which the students 
had also identified and researched. 

  The students have come a long way since their first visit. We have been frustrated 

by the many rain delays but it is rewarding to observe the increased level of interest and the diversity of questions being asked by the students. At the 

end of this semester, this group will finish their fortnightly direct involvement but will visit the site to monitor the growth of their plants with  teacher, Lee 

Rossow. Once the trees have become established, smaller shrubs and groundcovers will also be planted. By the end of the semester, the students 

should have gained an increased knowledge of sustainable gardening practices and the skills to create a garden in their school or  home. 

 The Botanic Gardens now have another wonderful education resource which can be used in years to come by other students and visitors to the gar-

dens. Take time to wander down the Mangrove to Mountain Walkway adjacent to the avenue of camphor laurels to òThe Fruits of the Forestó Garden.  In 
time the plants will be labelled and interpretative signage erected to explain the importance of such a garden. 

An education program for primary school students funded by the GCCC is still being considered.  The Botanic Gardens have so much potential as an 

outdoor learning facility. There is a need on the Gold Coast for students to have access to an educational program which focuses on the environmental 

benefits of local flora and fauna and there is also a demand for such programs as evidenced in the response to the Pilot Education Program in 2009. 

Rana Bagule Gold Coast Marathon  Sunday 4 July 

 

Fruits of the Forest ñ newly planted 

Benowa SHS students planting and  measuring bush food plants 

G o l d C o a s t M a r a t h o n  S u n d a y  4  J u l y 

Friends are participating again this year staffing a water station along the Gold Coast Marathon course.  It was a 

fun day last year for those who participated and a success both as a fundraiser and an opportunity to pro-

mote the Friends and the Gold Coast Botanic Gardens. Our stand will be outside Broadbeach State 

School.  A big 'Thank you' to those who have volunteered to assist from an early 5am start to the wrap up 

around 11am. And good luck to all those participating in the various runs! 
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I have  made two visits to the Eden Project, located near Fowey and St Austell in Cornwall, United Kingdom.    

The first visit was in the summer of 2007 and the second in the autumn of 2008. The first impression of the     complex was whilst visiting on my 
own and the second was with my wife, one daughter and one granddaughter, with me gaining the benefit of watching others' expressions and 

amazement on seeing it for the first time.  

 
The Eden Project was developed within the confines of a fairly large and - at the time - disused steep-sided china clay pit 60m deep, the size of 
35 football  (soccer) pitches. This area had no soil and was 15 metres below the water table. Upon entry to the main access buildings, one is 
able to see a large photo of the quarry as it was prior to the project work commencing, before sighting the whole area from an elevated position, 

where the main access building is.  
 
Prior to sighting any of this, one gets the impression - from the sig-
nificant expanse of car and coach parking areas - that the Eden 
Project is deemed worthy of a visit for many tourists. It is a long 
downhill walk from these parking areas, through bushland, before 
one sights the top of the four main " bi-omes", at which point it 

is not unreasonable to assume you are entering " another planet" (!).    

 However, it is not the intent of the Eden Project designers to sug-
gest that what is inside the biomes and other adjoining buildings is all 
that there is to see. Far from it, as at least three quarters of the Pro-
ject's quarry area is made up of outside landscaping, flower, and 
specialised natural heath and bushland, all laid out by the Project 
designers.  
 
  This was supported by a large force of gardeners and horticultural 
specialists. Having visited in two different seasons I was able to 
observe how this outside area gives a great variation in what is in 
flower during each of those seasonal periods. There are many of the 

workforce who are willing to explain their planned aims and objectives 

 The four main biomes, coupled together, represent all the main areas of the world, individually temperature controlled to show how diverse the 
flora is from one part of the world to another. Later buildings include more ñman-madeò exhibits to interest all and diversify the main intent of the 
Project, being the land, the weather and natural and man-made cultivation. From the tropical jungles of the equatorial areas to the Mediterra-

nean climatic areas - inside the biomes - the variation in the trees, shrubs and 
flower species is stunning.   The camera is worked  overtime and to re-look at 
those images many times over, at later dates, promptly brings back the live 
image of one's visit there  
 
 Whether alone or in company, to walk the whole complex will take up to three 
or four hours if one is intent on "seeing it all".  
 
 Whilst Rosser Park, Mt Coot-tha or - if in the UK - Kew Gardens are all of im-
mense interest to those who enjoy such facilities, a visit to the Eden Project in 

Cornwall is something significantly different. 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

Tony Swan .  

8th June 2010. 

 

Friends Sharing éé.. 

The Eden Project ñ a global garden  

The biospheres or biomes 

Spectacular blue delphiniumsð itõs hot in here 

Inside a biomeñtemperatures indicate the region represented 
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Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens Conference  
This was held at the Australian Inland Botanic Gardens on 22-23 May this year. The Gardens are situated 

between Wentworth, NSW and Mildura, Victoria and are supported by both Shires. The conferences are 

held every two years and provide an opportunity for Friends from Gardens throughout Australia to meet, 

compare the work at their respective Gardens and discuss topics pertinent to the operation of Botanic 

Gardens. Eighty delegates from nineteen gardens attended. 

In conjunction with the presentation of research and discussion papers, tours of the Gardens and the 

surrounding area, exchange of progress at the different Gardens and social events are organized to provide 

an excellent chance to exchange happenings in the plant world. The program was organized and 

conducted by the Board and the Friends of the Inland Gardens who are to be complimented on the 

successful venture. Generally the theme is determined by the host Gardens and the particular topics relate 

to the area. Given the arid nature of the country and the need for irrigation from the Murray and Darling 

Rivers, these aspects formed the focus of the papers and subsequent discussions. 

A Civic Reception welcoming delegates was held at the Mildura Visitor Centre and attended by the Mayors 

of Wentworth and Mildura. This illustrated the wide support for the Gardens and the success in 

development of facilities and community acceptance in the region. The welcome given by the council staff 

of the Visitor Centre was exemplary and showed what could be done to make visitors feel very special. It 

seemed to show up our efforts on the Gold Coast in providing an introduction for our many visitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The presentation of study 

papers was done by a 

variety of speakers and the topics concentrated on arid zone flora, the need for water sustainability and 

the relationship with the Murray Darling Basin and its authorities. The opening talk was on the Geology of 

the area and its major influence on the distribution of vegetation species throughout the Murray Basin. 

The history of the previous 18 million years was discussed and the changes in the rivers and lakes, the 

altering sea levels and the formation of the soils of the country provided a firm basis for the following 

speakers. 

The next speaker outlined the degraded vegetation and the need for restoration ecology in the study of the 

causes and means of rectifying this problem. Although water and drought would seem to be the reason, 

research found that rabbits were the main threat to these semi-arid woodlands which are dominated by 

Murray Pine, Belah and Buloke trees.  This was followed by the role of the Inland Botanic Gardens in the 

conservation of rare and endangered plants of the region. The education program of the Gardens raised the 

awareness of native vegetation issues and threats in the region. Staff  required a licence to collect these 

species and then to propagate them in the garden plantings. 

The dependence on irrigation prompted an interesting paper on this vital topic for the arid environment.  

The technology required closely controlled pressurized sprinkler and drip systems. Soil moisture 

monitoring techniques have enabled water savings through better scheduling of water use. The speaker 

has worked in this area educating local irrigators and advising on results of research into irrigation 

efficiency and reducing salinity. The next speaker explained the EnviroSCAN equipment which monitors 

soil moisture. This has been employed at the Australian Inland Botanic Gardens to monitor the water usage 

of  different specimens in some of the beds of exotic and native species.  

The use of water wise plants as part of a sustainable garden and how the home gardener could assess a 

plant as a water guzzler or miser, was explained by the Education Officer of the Inland Gardens.  The final 

paper on water usage was given by the General Manager of the Irrigation Authority and caused much 

discussion, particularly between city and rural delegates. She outlined the past, present and future of 

water management in the Murray Darling Basin and discussed the most significant water reforms 

undertaken in the past 15 years. A new plan is to be released in July and this should fundamentally 

change the way water is used and delivered to the environment, irrigators and towns. 

Research work on the benefits of volunteering in botanic gardens was carried out by the University of 

Adelaide and Dr Moskwa presented these results. This did concentrate on senior volunteers and some Gold 

Coast Friends participated in this study.  The results suggest three interrelated, major benefit categories 

for volunteers: intellectual or mental stimulation, a positive emotional state, and social interaction and 

friendships. Physical health benefits were also acknowledged, although not as a focal point for the 

majority of volunteers. 

Our host, the AIBG showcases a range of Australian natives from both arid and higher rainfall areas as well 

as exotic plantings grouped by region of origin.  Also featured is an area developed with salt tolerant 

native plants, which have thrived and lowered the water table considerably.  Planting commenced in April 

1991 and worldõs best practice is employed in irrigation/water management, salinity control and soil 

conservation.  The initial development is just a small part (49 ha) of the total area of 152 ha. 

A number of delegates presented short presentations on the progress, plans and development  of their 

respective gardens and gave one the opportunity of comparing the success or otherwise of our gardens 

with others throughout Australia.  The AGM foreshadowed some difficulties with the continuation and 

organization of an association so geographically spread, however this seemed to be solved in discussion.  

It was announced that the next conference will be held at the Arid Inland Gardens in Port Augusta, SA on 

17-18 August 2012. 

The final activity was a post conference tour conducted by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority and 

involved a guided bus tour to locks on both rivers, the junction of both and significant wetlands fringing 

the rivers. This highlighted the lack of water into flood plains and the subsequent death of a high 

proportion of river red gums.  Fish ladders at the locks were observed and illustrated excellent strategies 

to protect the movement of native species along the river. The tour finished at the Hattah Lakes National 

Park and completed the tourõs theme ôThe Secrets of the Murrayõ and also the thrust of the Authority 

which is òThe Living Murrayó. 

I would recommend all Friends consider attending future 

conferences since they provide an excellent opportunity to 

visit other Gardens, keep up with trends in other Gardens 

and meet with people of like minds in their desire to be 

worthwhile Friends of Botanic Gardens. 

Neil Morley  

 

Inside the shearing shed 

Tractor train 

Melton Display 

Mallee Eucalypts 

Where the Murray & Darling meet 


