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. Recent weeks has seen a flurry of media attention surrounding the Botanic Gardens sparked by"a May

BOtanlc article in the Gold Coast Sund. Gar dens [ evy set to gr ow. Thewasg om
Gardens result of comments attributed to Division 1 C
deliberations. What followed was an unprecedented outpouring of support for the Botanic Gardens in
the form of letters, emails and in person. This support was on display at the official opening of the
Friends Centre the following week on Tuesday, May,Mhere Mayor Ron Clarke and a number of
. Gold Coast City Councillords |joi ned -Padlltahgbroekio a |
Sprlng voicing support for the Botanic Gardens. During this period Friends wrote an open letter to the editor

: which was published in the Gold Coast Sun on Wednesday, M&y A8 a matter of record this letter is
Plantlng Day reproduced in this edition of Friends News.

Welcome to the second edition Friends News for 2010.

Rosser Park

ST EWVARESWAIG[IE | am delighted to announce that subsequent to these events Council has since confirmed funding for tl

Public Planting coming 2010/11 year. | would like to thank the councillors and Gold Coast City Council staff who con-
SiEEREINEIIOE  tinue to place their support firmly behind this essential project. As we all look forward to the next 12

CURICISRIINREENI  months with certainty and a sense of excitement | am reminded of the following quote by Henry Davic

Thoreau...
Hope to see you there!

"If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life whic
| n t hi s he has imagined, he will meet with success unexpected in common hours."

fi Henry David Thoreau
Letter from the President

Pl With Mothers Day and the official opening ceremony, May saw the Friends Centre kick into high gea

Pl anting Coor with226 visitors for the month. This activity is set to continue with a number of terrific workshops and
Report ..P2. presentations planned for the year ahead. There is something for everyone, from a presentatMa on
Oof ficial Open tveplants for butterflieso a series ofGarden design workshops for home gardenefstull Calendar of
Events is published inside. These events are sure to be well attended and numbers are limited, so bo

in early.
Education Coordinator...P5

Her bari um New

Friends shar i Justaround the corner is our Annual Friends Celebration on Sunday, JulgtaGe Friends Centre.
Botanic Gardens This event is always a highlight of the Friend
Conferenceé . pourwonderful group of Friends.

Benowa St at e Finally, the following Sunday, Augustid our National Tree Day with community planting . Last year
e e Fee & G was Friends blggfast ever plantlhg day with over 100 enthusiastic planters and we look forward to an eve
et e o iThe bigger turn out this year... planting starts at 9am!

Cane Toads & Stingless

Beesé. P10 Nick Bloor wpLa masamm

Australian Plants...P11



Planting Coordinators Report

Since our last newsletter the Montane garden construction has been successfully cemmpledgts Samyeirddaggei
eral washouts at the bottom of the slope and on the deco pathway. Hopefully this eappesaddestseasionitbf tte
pathway which will join the primary pathway below the Friends Centre.

After the major construction work in the Montane was completed in late April, Frieradattvobhmidetechacsmai plal

of the approximately 150 plants. Other plants have been ordered plants for the dry creeéftinesegrudal hop&ing lwaesgia

These plants should assist in slowing and harvesting the flow of water to the probitem &ashaipihg bape chts

Gold Coast [y grasstrees for the area in August. With a few exceptions, the balancéefo&liegtevior ith suy qnaeo set na
Regional they are not available commercially.

Botanic My thanks go to Patrick and his team for the construction of the garden, it was by\tbey tifiicy itginsjec mquigian
Gardens time. Thanks also to the Friends and students who assisted with the planting. urie dihled Bargrevé teilMoe otsen

Friends

Rosser Park Our March Community planting worked out well despite the last minute relocationdihpavitbmiose gsudisn tdife
considerable site preparation weeding work was required idttrenkset @atlahowvble pléstsdgtithabss difficult work.

On the day we had 56 volunteers and Friends plant approximately 250 lower and midTdaaargalaats timetbeeE
initial Mangrove to Mountains plantings some 6 years ago and was due for some sutddendiendagovasthergr
tive for the gardens.

In recent times | have been working on the planningare plaitorder forl thel nwitheKate and Patrick.

The plantings on the day will be divided across several areas, filling gaps in the facthel edengdivel palld@ dsetes]
(70 trees). This will nominalhebeaalied! Treesan@ily Tree LaWhilst this number of plants may seem low by co
ous National Tree Day plantings, they will be spread over about 1 kilometre in lengith plant, @isdhedogistics!s
quite a challenge. Some additional plantings are planned if requiredfidplaathmsikidngpiion to Mo sotam iarea.

Plants selected for the Regional Trees Walk, are mainly rainforest shade trees that will be arranged in family ¢

The HRG agreed that the plantings will be in individual holes rather than in large nnledddtiancdkeas pélt tree3
between the family groups to allow view lines and dog access to the open lawn agatthg lexdiveme €hd Bidhe eaibs
the trees arranged around the perimeter of the boundary fence, leaving a lawn area within.

There is potential to extend future plantings around the loop of the pathway to refliee tCdhél Salursrigstikey
plant Families. These plantings will take many years to achieve maturity, but in ihé@edddhesikelispaswdd|vasa
an important part of our botanical collection!

The first stage of the Bush Foods garden planting with the Benowa State High Steired désadigsnoesnacok
indigenous bush tucker trees in the area. Future projects trstoeywbllidicfadd prantisgataldetifiepiarth east end of
we plan to plant an area for Aboriginal Plant use plants. Pending funding, the otlgesileied af tvelhesat fzatstioeah a
cultural fruit trees in a demonstration garden. The area has now been mulched oraljobensaesecticthe gralitite p
the promised pathway extension in front of the Camphor Laurel Avenue will be coinpletsidteaur; dhislevilWaike
posed signage for these gardens will attract more walkers as well. | would like to theak Relhaskdtjdkeanddssa
their invaluable contributions to the project; it has been one of my more satisfyirig plajecdscs &lanéry @acko
forward to taking a break from our normal routine with our holiday in the UK. | hopsitp Rieatiou Bhyagain for the

Alan Donaldson

"'--..:.B.-' 3 =2 =

Xanthorrhoea fulva in flower in butterfly garden Montane Garden with recent plantings

]



Friends Centre Official Opening ., 11th May

Friends of the Gold Coast Regional Botg
Gardens and more than 50 guests celeb
the Official Opening of the Friends Centre &
the Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardeni s
Rosser Park, on Tuesday 11th May 2(%

While we have had our lease of the buildis
since 1st December 2009, this was the op™

tunity to publicly highlight the community
focus of this exciting new facility. We hg
some good coverage of the event from A
Radio 91.7 CoastFM and on Channel 9 G
Coast News.

Friends

of the
Gold Coast
Regional
Botanic
Gardens

Rosser Park

Mayor, Cr Ron Clarke, officially opened t
Friends Centre, which is the focal point Mayor Ron Clarke and‘Patron Gene Rosser
community involvement in our Botanic G3
dens. Several Divisional Councillor€r Eddie Sarroff, Cr Margaret Grummitt, Cr Bob La Castra, Cr
Dawn Crichlow and Cr Susie Douglas were on hand to support the volunteer efforts of the Friends.

The coverage of the Opening with the wonderful outpouring of local support for the Botanic Gardens
in the Gold Coast Suthe following day (12th May) saw a massive increase in the number of visitors
to the Gardens and to the Friends Centre in particular.

The Friends Centre building installed in the Gardens by Gold Coast City Council and :
now leased and operated by the Friends is the hub f@roviding Visitor Information
Services for the Gardensas well as community education activities. Some of the:
Friends Centre activities include:

« providing information to visitors
« displaying information and materials about the Gardens
« the temporary useof the Centre for the Herbarium

« preparing for and delivering Botanic Gardens education projects and
practical activities for schools as well as thBotanica Quesschool holi- |
day activity i

Training program \
« providing a venue for meetings, including the Botanic Gardens Project
Control Group, the Horticultural Reference Group, Friends Committee
and subcommittee meetings (Herbarium, Education, Interpretation and
j% Guiding, Friends Centre Volunteers, Fundraising, publications, SMART
] Gardeners)
| « hosting visitor groups (more than 130 people in formal visits by outside

organisations such as Garden Clubs, International students, etc so far in ‘
2010),

- being the venue for a program of Workshops and Activities regular
workshops and presentations throughout the year, on weekdays and
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} « conducting Friends training sessions, e.g.SMART Gardener Friends I
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weekends open to the public. i
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HERBARIUM NEWS

A group of volunteers has been working diligently on the collection, identification, pressing and mounting of sp
mens from within the Botanic Gardens. This will, in due course, provide a sédldérs containing a reference

collection for all those plants growing in the Gardens.
These will be available in the Friends Centre and enable enquirers to study the species, their components and
their characteristics.

Work is done on Tuesday and Saturday mornings when the volunteers are able to attend. Specimens will be si
lar to the diagram below which shows a specimen collected during Captain Cook's voyage and illustrates that \
proper care, specimens can be retained for many years.

It is planned to have an atonditioned building in the future. Specimens can be preserved for lengthy periods an
this will lead to the second phase of the herbarium work; that of establishing a unique and complex reference c
lection of the flora of the Gold Coast and SE Queensland.

Any friends interested in becoming involved with herbarium processes and assisting in its work, could contact t
Coordinator, Ner/ Morley (55392331 for more details.

2

Specimen preserved from Cook&s~ Voyage

Botanica Quest Friday 9th July- 'Dare to Discover

The next school holiday activity for children in the Botanic.Gardens is on H
day 9 July with two session®ne at 9am and another at 10arthe Botanica
Quest is a fun naturdased treasure hunt for 4 to 12 year old$hey can.com
plete as many Quests as they like in the session and collect their prizes in
own Questers BagBookings are essential. $3 per child (which helps to:def
expenses). Be sure to wear closed shoes and a hat and bring a drink.




Our Botanic Gardens Just Keep Growing!

Our partnership with Benowa SHS has continued to develop. O
OFruits of the Foresto Garden'§
and after a demonstration, each pair planted out 4 bush food treed $

Thanks must go to the Botani
well. The students did a soil testand  Patrick Whitely, Senior H
ducted a more detailed test that found some deficiencies and re
planting. To see the site transformed from an open, flat grassed a
planned, planted and mulched garden is a great achievement in
with high school students. Thanks must go to Alan Donaldson whEs=s
the garden in keeping with the Master Plan of the Botanic Garde
Visitors Centre). He also sourced the bush food plants many of wEas
had also identified and researched.

The students have come a long way since their first visit. We have been frustrated
by the many rain delays but it is rewarding to observe the increased level of interest and the diverbifytitd qtuetstiniss Atthg a
end of this semester, this group will finish their fortnightly direct involvement but will visit thefitetoptzongavithetgemiver, Lee
Rossow. Once the trees have become established, smaller shrubs and groundcovers will also be planted. dBydietend of the semes
should have gained an increased knowledge of sustainable gardening practices and the skills tolareaten@egarden in their schoo

The Botanic Gardens now have another wonderful education resource which can be used in years tsiaane theaber students and
dens. Take time to wander down the Mangr ove heFoo rMosutnét adGanr dWa

time the plants will be labelled and interpretative signage erected to explain the importance of such a garden.

An education program for primary school students funded by the GCCC is still being considered. Uttp@etdistaSadens have so m
outdoor learning facility. There is a need on the Gold Coast for students to have access to an edasatitimalgmagramenitach focu
benefits of local flora and fauna and there is also a demand for such programs as evidenced in Hienmddpognaetmtié@dilot Educ

Rana Bagule Gold Coast MarathonSunday 4 July

: : ; . 1. o e hE
Benowa SHS students planting and measuring bush food plants

GoldCoastMarathon S unday 4 J u |
Friends are participating again this ystaffing a water station along the Gold Coast Marathon courkevas

fun day last year for those who participated and a success both as a fundraiser and an opportunity|to pro-
mote the Friends and the Gold Coast Botanic Gardens. Our stand will be outside Broadbeachl State
School. A big 'Thank you' to those who have volunteered to assist from an early 5am start to the wrggp up
around 11am. And good luck to all those participating in the various runs!




The Eden Project 1 a global garden

| have made two visits to the Eden Project, located near Fowey and St Austell in Cornwall, United Kingdom.

The first visit was in the summer of 2007 and the second in the autumn of 2008. The first impression oftiist vistogmaxmwyas
own and the second was with my wife, one daughter and one granddaughter, with me gaining the benefit afssatsharglothers
amazement on seeing it for the first time.

Friends

of the The Eden Project was developed within the confines of a fairlgtitingdiaredisused steegided china clay pit @ap, the size of
G Old Coast 35 football (soccer) pitches. This area had no soil and was 15 metres below the water table. Upon entryittirthe, mamisccess
able to see a large photo of the quarry as it was prior to the project work commencing, before sighting nheewdielé poséitmm :
Regional where the main access building is.

Botanlc Prior to sighting any of this, one gets the impiressithe sig-
Gardens nificant expanse of car and coach parkindreretee Eden

; Project is deemed worthy of a visit for many tourists. It is a lon
downhill walk from these parking areas, through bushland, bef
one sights the top of the four main " bdmes", at which point it
is not unreasonable to assume you are entering " another plar

Rosser Park

However, it is not the intent of the Eden Project designers to <
. gest that what is inside the biomes and other adjoining buildin
4 that there is to see. Far from it, as at least three quarters of the
ject's quarry area is made up of outside landscaping, flower, a
specialised natural heath and bushland, all laid out by the Proj
designers.

e This was supported by a large force of gardeners and horticu
The biospheres or,biomes W el IR specialists. Having visited in two different seasons | was able
R R y 4 LRI observe how this outside area gives a great variation in what i
flower during each of those seasonal periods. There are many

waorkforce who are willing to explain their planned aims and objectives

The four main biomes, coupled together, represent all the main areas of the world, individually temperathmcdiveaiedi® sh

flora is from one part of themwdebdekhbi bhnods h ehemainbntestefths b

Project, being the land, the weather and naturalmadentaiitivation. From the tropical jungles of the equatottze Medgeoa-

nean climatic areasside the biomethe variation in the trees, shrubs and

flower species is stunning. The camera isoverkete and toloek at

those images many times over, at later dates, promptly brings back the
image of one's visit there

Whether alone or in company, to walk the whole complex will take up t
or four hours if one is intent on "seeing it all".

Whilst Rosser Park, Mt-@wobr if in the UKKew Gardens are all of im-
mense interest to those who enjoy such facilities, a visit to the Eden Pre
Cornwall is something significantly different.

Tony Swan

8th June 2010.

Friends Sharing ¢€éé



Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens Conference

This was held at the Australian Inland R22avieyGlhisigearoi 22 Gardenda@redditngteds: intellectual or mental stimulation, a positive emotional state
between Wentworth, NSW and Mildura, Victoria and are supported byfhettd ShipesPhisicaltieadticbs@eéits were also acknowledged, although nc
held every two years and provide an opportunity for Friends from Gardeapthyocefghmuneessalia to meet,

compare the work at their respective Gardens and discuss topics pertinent to the operation, of Botanic . . .
Gardens. Eighty delegates from nineteen gardens attended. Burthost, ?he Efg& showcases a range of Australian natives from both ari

as exotic plantings grouped by region of origin. Also featured is an area d
In conjunction with the presentation of research and discussion papersaieptdite Baicehawnththed and lowered the water table considerably
surrounding area, exchange of progress at the different Gardens and 406i# dvents are orgarozed talpéogideb e st pr acti ce i s
an excellent chance to exchange happenings in the plant world. The progsanvatesiorjhairgticdcidvelopment is just a small part (49 ha) of the tot

conducted by the Board and the Friends of the Inland Gardens who arg to b con}]péimen%gﬁd on the " ¢ tati th |
successful venture. Generally the theme is determined by the host Gar BHTBEHQ P& %%?glﬁ{éor presentations on thé progress, pla

to the area. Given the arid nature of the country and the need for irriga{ﬁ R% Wf% I ?\E‘:\g% 8% N& € opportunity of comparing the succes

Rivers, these aspects formed the focus of the papers and subsequent"&'l fondhroug _usFra la.” The AGM_ foreshadowed some d|ff|_cu|t|e:
organization of an association so geographically spread, however this see

A Civic Reception welcoming delegates was held at the Mildura Visitolt G@ersienand @tthtet byethextlagoference will be held at the Arid Inland C
of Wentworth and Mildura. This illustrated the wide support for the GaddgBsfagilish@8L2cess in
development of facilities and community acceptance in the region. The welcome given by the council staff . .
of the Visitor Centre was exemplary and showed what could be done ?5%\ Y riEs 8 ec(ﬂg?elrtence tour@mﬂugte@byl 'Fhetlmm;aand
o ﬁgr ocks on both rivers, the junction of both and
ghlighted th

seemed to show up our efforts on the Gold Coast in providing an intro e ré%r@ﬁ#s i e Iack of water into flood plains and the subss

proportion of river red gums. Fish ladders at the locks were observed and
to protect the movement of native species along the river. The tour finishe
Park and completed the touroés the
which is o0The Living

| would recommend all Friends consider atte
conferences since they provide an excellent
visit other Gardens, keep up with trends in o
and meet with people of like minds in their dt
"= worthwhile Friends of Botanic Gardens.

Neil Morley

The presentation of study

i papers was done by a
variety of speakers and the topics concentrated on arid zone flora, the need for water sustainability and
the relationship with the Murray Darling Basin and its authorities. The opening talk was on the Geology of
the area and its major influence on the distribution of vegetation species throughout the Murray Basin.
The history of the previous 18 million years was discussed and the changes in the rivers and lakes, the
altering sea levels and the formation of the soils of the country provided a firm basis for the following
speakers.

The next speaker outlined the degraded vegetation and the need for restoration ecology in the study of the
causes and means of rectifying this problem. Although water and drought would seem to be the reason,
research found that rabbits were the maiaritineadthahdsevbéchi are domin
Murray Pine, Belah and Buloke trees. This was followed by the role of th
conservation of rare and endangered plants of the region. The education
awareness of native vegetation issues and threats in the region. Staff rec ];"
species and then to propagate them in the garden plantings. ?;" =
The dependence on irrigation prompted an interesting paper on this vital t

The technology required closely controlled pressurized sprinkler and drip =
monitoring techniques have enabled water savings through better schedu
has worked in this area educating local irrigators and advising on results &
efficiency and reducing salinity. The next speaker explained the EnviroSCg
soil moisture. This has been employed at the Australian Inland Botanic G
of different specimens in some of the beds of exotic and native species.

The use of water wise plants as part of a sustainable garden and how the home gardener could assess a
plant as a water guzzler or miser, was explained by the Education Officer of the Inland Gardens. The final
paper on water usage was given by the General Manager of the Irrigation Authority and caused much
discussion, particularly between city and rural delegates. She outlined the past, present and future of
water management in the Murray Darling Basin and discussed the most significant water reforms
undertaken in the past 15 years. A new plan is to be released in July and this should fundamentally
change the way water is used and delivered to the environment, irrigators and towns.

Research work on the benefits of volunteering in botanic gardens was carried out by the University of
Adelaide and Dr Moskwa presented these results. This did concentrate on senior volunteers and some Gold
Coast Friends participated in this study. The results suggest three interrelated, major benefit categories
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