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           Presidentõs Report 

The increasing status of our Botanic Gardens has been recognised with Friendôs Founder and Communi-
cation Coordinator Kate Heffernanôs recent election as Chair of BGANZ Queensland.  BGANZ, short for 
Botanic Gardens Australia and New Zealand is the chief body representing the interests of botanic gar-
dens both here in Australia and New Zealand.  Representing over 100 botanic gardens in Australia alone, 
BGANZ has the mission of enhancing botanic gardens for the benefit of the community. To find out more 
about BGANZ and the Queensland chapter, visit www.bganz.org.au. Our congratulations go out to Kate 
for what is a great honour, recognising many years of hard work and tireless commitment to the Gardens.  
Well done Kate! 

 

With the Friends Centre now in full swing it seems that there is something happening pretty much all the 
time at the Gardens.  The past couple of months saw the Friends Annual Celebration on Sunday July 25th 
and National Tree Day on August 1st.  Both of these days were extremely successful with National Tree 
Day setting another record of 126 volunteer planters on the day!  Congratulations to Friends Planting Day 
Coordinator Alan Donaldson for his impeccable organisation and planning.  Thanks also to Senior Horti-
culturist Patrick Whitely and his hard working team for making the day another great success. 

 

The fast pace continues with our Spring Planting Day on Sunday September 26th.  Planting commences at 
9am through to 11am so bring your hat and closed footwear.  Spring is a great time to be in the Gardens 
and we love to see new faces, so why not bring along a friend or family member to get involved and have 
some fun.  We are delighted to have Division One Councillor Donna Gates coming along on the day in 
conjunction with Councilôs Citywide Greening Program. Friends are hosting a free plant giveaway for Divi-
sion One residents who can collect 5 free plants from the Botanic Gardens at the Spring Planting Day.  
There will also be garden guiding and a sausage sizzle so we look forward to seeing you there on Sunday 
26th! 

 

Friends are on the lookout for volunteers.  With the many Friendsô activities we have lots of positions, ei-
ther as a coordinator or helper on many of our sub-committees. With the Friends Centre now in full swing 
we have a need for a Friends Centre Coordinator to organise the roster and various Friends Centre activi-
ties.  If you think you may be interested or would like to find out more, just contact me at 
nick.bloor@technigro.com.au or by phone on 0411 348 611. Friendsô volunteers are a great bunch and I 
can assure you that your involvement will be fun and rewarding. 

 
Finally as we continue our work in transforming our much loved Rosser Park into a botanic garden, I am 
reminded of a quote by a man who not only brought joy to millions, but was no stranger to adversity and 
hard work, Mr Walt Disneyé 

 

"A l l  our  dreams can come t rue  ð if we have the courage to pursue them.ó 

                                                                                           Wal t  D isney  
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I hope we can work on a similar pathway through the Dry Rainforest and 

Wattle Walk, ultimately to connect to the top of the Montane area. 

The Horticultural Reference Group is working hard with regular monthly 

meetings and on site inspections. For those who are unfamiliar with the 

group, it is responsible for recommending all horticultural work proposals 

to the Project Control Group. 

As previously mentioned it was very disturbing to discover that more 

plants had been deliberately destroyed amongst the National Tree Day 

plantings. A total of 27 valuable rare trees have now been destroyed in 

two separate incidents. This follows several incidents in the Gum Tree 

Corridor in the past. 

My thanks goes to Channel 9 for covering this story. I hope it helps to 

shame the person or persons who are doing this, and importantly brings 

these incidents to a stop one way or another. I hope also that the 

promised security fencing will soon be completed to make the gardens 

secure after hours. 

Finally, a big thanks to all the 126 Friendõs and volunteers who turned out 

for the plantings on National Tree Day. Thanks also to the GCCC for the 

supply of the plants, and to Patrick and his staff for their site preparation 

work and follow up watering. Apart from the previously mentioned 

destruction of trees, no plants were lost after the planting day. 

I hope to see as many of you as possible for our September 26th plantings. 

Alan Donaldson  Planting Coordinator  

 Planting Coordinatorõs Report 
 The planning for the September 26th  Spring Community Planting Day is 

just about completed, and the day promises to be another important one 

for our Gardens. The area chosen for planting is on the Cabana 

Boulevard side of the pathway, around the off-leash dog exercise area. 

These plantings pose several problems. Firstly, we had to take into 

account the three residences that back onto the area. View lines, 

potential shade and possible storm damage were  considered. In addition, 

the 100-year flood levels were considered along with the usual aspect and 

soil considerations. We will be extending the concept of regional tree 

families in our plant selection. Additional problems with the site include 

the exotic and environmental weed plantings within the Botanic Gardens 

boundary by one resident as well as the recent willful destruction of trees 

amongst the most recent National Tree Day Community plantings. More 

on that later.  

In October we will also continue our involvement with Arbor Day 

plantings with GCCC Councillors and local school children. This year we 

will be extending the She-Oak grove plantings. We had hoped to extend 

plantings along the planned pathway extensions past the Lilly Pilly grove, 

however the extensions have not been commenced and it was a case of 

going to plan òBó. Patience sure is a virtue when it comes to waiting for 

the completion of planned projects in our gardens. We are still awaiting 

the pathway extension from the Montane area to the Friends Centre, as 

well as finalisation of the landscaping plan around the Friends Centre so 

we can complete other planned planting projects in the M to M. 

Our small but enthusiastic group of Maintenance workers deserves praise 

for their ongoing work. Our current project is the establishment of a new 

informal pathway around the Fresh Water Wetland area. In coming 

weeks we will plant additional understory plants in this area. In the future, 

National Tree Planting Day ñCommunity planting activity  

Planting Co -ord. Report for Friends Newsletter July 2010  (Addendum to July Newsletter, apologies from the editor) 

Since our last newsletter the Montane garden construction has been successfully completed. Some damage occurred in the  very heavy rains early in May 

with several washouts at the bottom of the slope and on the deco pathway. Hopefully this can be addressed with the construction of the proposed exten-

sion of the deco pathway which will join the primary pathway below the Friends Centre. After the major construction work in the Montane was completed 

in late April, Friends volunteers and TAFE students from Mt Gravatt completed a small planting of approximately 150 plants. Other plants have been or-

dered plants for the dry creek lines and I hope we can plant these on one of our regular working bees in August. These plants should assist in slowing and 

harvesting the flow of water to the problem areas at the base of the garden. In addition, I am hoping to purchase some advanced grasstrees for the area in 

August. With a few exceptions, the balance of plants for this garden will have to be specifically grown in our proposed nursery, as they are not available 

commercially.  
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Another presenter at the conference, David Kopelke, who is the principal 

of Boyne Island Environmental Education Centre run by Education 

Queensland, outlined the importance of giving children the opportunity to 

experience the natural world through real, hands-on activities. This is 

where botanic gardens and environmental centres come to the fore! 

Some children, because of being denied the opportunity to interact with 

nature, are becoming òbiophobicó (a fear of nature!).  

Activities provided by our own botanic gardens, such as Botanica Quest, 

interactive childrenõs trails and the proposed Education Program, focus on 

the meaningful interaction of children with the natural world.  

The òEós  have it é..Excite, Engage, Explore, Experience the natural 

Environment! 

There are numerous opportunities at our botanic gardens to reach out 

and educate the community. Attending the BGANZ Conference has given 

me the chance to be inspired by the vast array of ideas, strategies and 

activities being implemented at other botanic gardens. 

The Conference was attended by Kate Heffernan, Alan Donaldson and 

Rana Baguley from the FGRBG. 

 

Rana Baguley 

Education Coordinator 

The keynote speaker for the BGANZ Conference held in Gladstone 

during August was Dr Lucy Sutherland who also conducted a pre-

conference workshop at Tondoon Botanic Gardens in Gladstone titled 

òPlant stories ð inspiring people about Queensland plants.ó 

Her workshop was designed for people whose work involves a visitor 

services role including guiding, interpretation and education. The main 

objective was to assist the participants to discover effective strategies for 

creating stories about Queensland plants and to inspire people about the 

living collection of botanic gardens.  

Many of Queenslandõs regional botanic gardens, including our Gold Coast 

Regional Botanic Gardens, specialise in local flora and these collections 

are rich with stories to engage visitors both young and old. To achieve 

this engagement and connection to plants, the educator needs to research 

and build story-based presentations. Once a visitor identifies with some 

aspect of the story, they build up a connection and a greater appreciation 

and understanding of the specific plant. To engage the audience different 

strategies can be employed ð humour, anticipation, tension, conflicté. 

many of which are present in an engrossing book! Who would have 

imagined that plants could be the òcharactersó in such engaging stories?!? 

One of the highlights of the conference was the launching of a childrenõs 

story book, òThe Biggest Brush Turkey Nest in the History of Gladstone 

Tondoon Botanic Gardensó. It has been wonderfully written and 

illustrated by two talented Friends of Tondoon BG. A copy of the book is 

at the Friends Centre for all to enjoy this delightful story. 

 

Three happy delegates - Rana, Alan and Kate  

Above Artwork and sculptures at book launch  

BelowñTondoon RBG Library 

Education Focus at the BGANZ Conference 2010  
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   Botanic Gardens Australia New Zealand - Queensland,(BGANZ Q)  is a regional division of a botanic gardens network that stretches 

across Australia and New Zealand. The network meets every two years to hold a theme based conference and biïannual General Meeting. 

Two years ago Gold Coast were the host gardens, and this year delegates from gardens such as the new óHighfields Botanic Gardensô at 

Toowoomba and the óCairns Botanic Gardensô met over three days in Gladstone. The theme of the Conference was óCommunity Linkages 

and Partnerships.ô  

           Gold Coast Regional Botanic gardens are well known for their strong community involvement instigated through their Friends. It was 

therefore quite an easy task to present an outline of some of the wonderful achievements this garden has made through its partnership 

with local government and the community. It was a pleasure to recount the story of the growth of the Mangroves to Mountains thus far, and 

provide a slide show of this truly remarkable garden. It is distinctively óof the Gold Coastô, and is not replicated at any garden anywhere. For 

this, Friends have every right to be proud and perhaps even a little boastful. During late winter,  the Mangroves to Mountains has been a 

picture of gold with different species of Pulteanaea , Hibbertia, Oxylobium, Ranunculus, Daviesia  and  Acacia infused with the purple of 

Hardenbergia and Hovea and Swainsona. Just as these delightful pea flowers are finishing their flowering period, the many species of bot-

tlebrush are just opening in pinks, lime greens, whites, reds and gold.  

Every day, we witness more and more groups enjoying the walk along the Mangroves to Mountains pathways.   

The Herbarium volunteers are kept busy with collecting and pressing specimens of these plants for the Botanic Gardens records. 

        Are you interested: 

 * in learning more about our botanic gardens? 

  * its role as a demonstration of sustainable practices and the many plants featured throughout?  

*learning some great plants stories to share as a guide? Or guideôs helper?  

BGANZ Qld. Conference and Invitation to learn about our plant collections  

During April and May we had regular weekly walks organised for Friends members, and it is time to take this step again. Perhaps an inter-

est in the plants, or perhaps a desire to learn more so as a Friend you can participate in guiding and interpreting for visitors. Whatever the 

motivation, if you are interested in joining us on these garden walks please contact me ï kate.heffernan6@bigpond.com  or contact the 

Friends phone number and leave your name and number.    

Kate Heffernan   Communications Coordinator 
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