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Friends of the

- Gold Coast Regional
- Botanic Gardens

The increasing status of our Botanic Gardens ha

s b

cation Coordinator Kate Heffernands recent el ectio

Botanic Gardens Australia and New Zealand is the chief body representing the interests of botanic gar-
dens both here in Australia and New Zealand. Representing over 100 botanic gardens in Australia alone,
BGANZ has the mission of enhancing botanic gardens for the benefit of the community. To find out more
about BGANZ and the Queensland chapter, visit www.bganz.org.au. Our congratulations go out to Kate
for what is a great honour, recognising many years of hard work and tireless commitment to the Gardens.
Well done Kate!

With the Friends Centre now in full swing it seems that there is something happening pretty much all the
time at the Gardens. The past couple of months saw the Friends Annual Celebration on Sunday July 25"
and National Tree Day on August 1%. Both of these days were extremely successful with National Tree
Day setting another record of 126 volunteer planters on the day! Congratulations to Friends Planting Day
Coordinator Alan Donaldson for his impeccable organisation and planning. Thanks also to Senior Horti-
culturist Patrick Whitely and his hard working team for making the day another great success.

The fast pace continues with our Spring Planting Day on Sunday September 26". Planting commences at
9am through to 11am so bring your hat and closed footwear. Spring is a great time to be in the Gardens
and we love to see new faces, so why not bring along a friend or family member to get involved and have
some fun. We are delighted to have Division One Councillor Donna Gates coming along on the day in
conjunction with Council s Citywide Greening Pr

sion One residents who can collect 5 free plants from the Botanic Gardens at the Spring Planting Day.
Thtthare will also be garden guiding and a sausage sizzle so we look forward to seeing you there on Sunday
26

Friends are on the | ookout for volunteers. Wi t
ther as a coordinator or helper on many of our sub-committees. With the Friends Centre now in full swing
we have a need for a Friends Centre Coordinator to organise the roster and various Friends Centre activi-
ties. If you think you may be interested or would like to find out more, just contact me at

ogr e

nick.bloor@technigro.com.auor by phone on 0411 348 611. Friendsbod

can assure you that your involvement will be fun and rewarding.

Finally as we continue our work in transforming our much loved Rosser Park into a botanic garden, | am
reminded of a quote by a man who not only brought joy to millions, but was no stranger to adversity and
hard wor k, Mr Walt Disneyé

"All our dreams can come true 0i f we have the courage to pur
Walt Disney
In this |Issueé.
*President ®Bl ®Rretpiomg Coordinatords Report *BGANZ C

*Communications Coordinators Report  *Australian Plants
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Pl anting Coordinatl

The planning for the September 26Spring Community Planting Day Ishope we can work on a similar pathway through the Dry Rainforest and
just about completed, and the day promises to be another important @ggttle Walk, ultimately to connect to the top of the Montane area.

for our Gardens. The area chosen for planting is on the Cabana

Boulevard side of the pathway, around the-lefish dog exercise ared he Horticultural Reference Group is working hard with regular monthly
These plantings pose several problems. Firstly, we had to take rmetings and on site inspections. For those who are unfamiliar with the
account the three residences that back onto the area. View lingsup, it is responsible for recommending all horticultural work proposals
potential shade and possible storm damage were considered. In addi§iqRe Project Control Group.

the 100Gyear flood levels were considered along with the usual aspect and

soil considerations. We will be extending the concept of regional t& Previously mentioned it was very disturbing to discover that more
families in our plant selection. Additional problems with the site inclyd@nts had been deliberately destroyed amongst the National Tree Day
the exotic and environmental weed plantings within the Botanic Gardelastings. A total of 27 valuable rare trees have now been destroyed in
boundary by one resident as well as the recent willful destruction of trgeg separate incidents. This follows several incidents in the Gum Tree
amongst the most recent National Tree Day Community plantings. M idor in the past.

on that later.

In October we will also continue our involvement with Arbor DavIy thanks goes to Channel 9 for covering this story. | hope it helps to

plantings with GCCC Councillors and local school children. This yearsvt\}gme the person or persons who are doing this, and importantly brings

. . . inci . 1h I hat th
will be extending the Sh®ak grove plantings. We had hoped to exter;[gese incidents to a stop one way or another ope aiso that the

plantings along the planned pathway extensions past the Lilly Pilly g%(?/rgllsed security fencing will soon be completed to make the gardens

however the extensions have not been commenced and it was a casé of - after hours.

going to plan o0B6. Patience surFd niad |, viartbieg whemksttoomes thew
the completion of planned projects in our gardens. We are still awaifiogthe plantings on National Tree Day. Thanks also to the GCCC for the
the pathway extension from the Montane area to the Friends Centresapply of the plants, and to Patrick and his staff for their site preparation
well as finalisation of the landscaping plan around the Friends Centreosk and follow up watering. Apart from the previously mentioned

we can complete other planned planting projects in the M to M. destruction of trees, no plants were lost after the planting day.

Our small but enthusiastic group of Maintenance workers deserves piidigge to see as many of you as possible for our Septemb&pRtings.
for their ongoing work. Our current project is the establishment of a new . .

) going Pro) Alan Donaldson Planting Coordinator

informal pathway around the Fresh Water Wetland area. In coming

weeks we will plant additional understory plants in this area. In the future,

ﬁiinal Tree Planting Day fi Community planting activity

Planting Co -ord. Report for Friends Newsletter July 2010  (Addendum to July Newsletter, apologies from the editor)

Since our last newsletter the Montane garden construction has been successfully completed. Some damage occurred ihehey xans early in May
with several washouts at the bottom of the sloped on the deco pathway. Hopefully this can be addressed with the construction of the proposed e)ten-
sion of the deco pathway which will join the primary pathway below the Friends Centre. After the major construction wiwkNMontane was completed
in late April, Friends volunteers and TAFE students from Mt Gravatt completed a small planting of approximately 150 thlempéa@s have been or-
deredplants for the dry creek lines and | hope we can plant these on one of our regular working bees in August. These plahtsskbir slowing and
harvesting the flow of water to the problem areas at the base of the garden. In addition, | am hoping to purchase soneel gdwssicees for the area in
August. With a few exceptions, the balance of plants for this garden will have to be specifically grown in our propossd asitiey are not available
commercially.




Education Focus at the BGANZ Conference 2010

The keynote speaker for the BGANZ Conference held in Gladst
during August was Dr Lucy Sutherland who also conducted &
conference workshop at Tondoon Botanic Gardens in Gladstone t

OPIl antdisntsopriireisng peopl e about Q
Her workshop was designed for people whose work involves a vi
services role including guiding, interpretation and education. The

objective was to assist the participants to discover effective strategie
creating stories about Queensland plants and to inspire people abou

living collection of botanic gardens.
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Many of Queenslandds regional o
Regional Botanic Gardens, specialise in local flora and these colle
are rich with stories to engage visitors both young and old. To ach
this engagement and connection to plants, the educator needs to res

and build storybased presentations. Once a visitor identifies with sg !

aspect of the story, they build up a connection and a greater appreci
and understanding of the specific plant. To engage the audience di
strategies can be employedh u mour , anticipatdi
many of which are present in an engrossing book! Who would

i magined that plants could be t
One of the highlights of the <cog
story book, 0The Biggest Brush
Tondoon Botanic Gardenso. It

bl

illustrated by two talented Friends of Tondoon BG. A copy of the book |

at the Friends Centre for all to enjoy this delightful story.
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ranother presenter at the conference, David Kopelke, who is the pring
ooé Boyne Island Environmental Education Centre run by Educ
I&lieensland, outlined the importance of giving children the opportunit

xeregoe dhg atupal vgord; trough real, hardls activities. This i
where botanic gardens and environmental centres come to the

tS’:bme children, because of being denied the opportunity to interact
nr?ature are becoming oObiophobic

Awtivities provided by our own botanic gardens, such as Botanica Q

interactive childrends trails a
worl
orld, a

th? meanlngful |nteractdon of chlldren W|th t|"|e n%tural gorlds 4 ¢

>fiohse O0EOG6s t .Excite,
e¥Avironment!

hav e i e .
rch . .
ere are numerous opportunities at our botanic gardens to reach
educate the community. Attending the BGANZ Conference has
g, the chance to be inspired by the vast array of ideas, strategie

activities pemgimplemented atogher pataniegardens.
&¥YRe Cpnference was attended’ by Kate Heffernan, Alan Donaldsor
R&na Baylled fromthk EGRBE® 1N such engagin

nference was the |l aunching
Turkey Nest in the History
Ransa Baduleye n wonder fully

of
of
written

Education Coordinator

Below Tondoon RBG Library

b
N
\ y -

Above Artwork and sculptures at book launch
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Three happy delegatesRana, Alan and Kate
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BGANZ QId. Conference and Invitation to learn about our plant collections

Botanic Gardens Australia New Zealand - Queensland,(BGANZ Q) is a regional division of a botanic gardens network that stretches
across Australia and New Zealand. The network meets every two years to hold a theme based conference and bii annual General Meeting.
Two years ago Gold Coast were the host gardens, and this yemsd& ate
Toowoomba and the 6Cairns Botanic Gardensd met over three dages i
and Partnerships. 0

Gold Coast Regional Botanic gardens are well known for their strong community involvement instigated through their Friends. It was
therefore quite an easy task to present an outline of some of the wonderful achievements this garden has made through its partnership
with local government and the community. It was a pleasure to recount the story of the growth of the Mangroves to Mountains thus far, and
provide a slide show of this truly remarkabl e gar den .arddntanywhere. Bar s t
this, Friends have every right to be proud and perhaps even a little boastful. During late winter, the Mangroves to Mountains has been a
picture of gold with different species of Pulteanaea , Hibbertia, Oxylobium, Ranunculus, Daviesia and Acacia infused with the purple of
Hardenbergia and Hovea and Swainsona. Just as these delightful pea flowers are finishing their flowering period, the many species of bot-
tlebrush are just opening in pinks, lime greens, whites, reds and gold.

Every day, we witness more and more groups enjoying the walk along the Mangroves to Mountains pathways.

The Herbarium volunteers are kept busy with collecting and pressing specimens of these plants for the Botanic Gardens records.

Are you interested:
* in learning more about our botanic gardens?
* its role as a demonstration of sustainable practices and the many plants featured throughout?

*] earning some great plants stories to share

During April and May we had regular weekly walks organised for Friends members, and it is time to take this step again. Perhaps an inter-
est in the plants, or perhaps a desire to learn more so as a Friend you can participate in guiding and interpreting for visitors. Whatever the
motivation, if you are interested in joining us on these garden walks please contact me i kate.heffernan6@bigpond.com or contact the
Friends phone number and leave your name and number.

Kate Heffernan communications Coordinator
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