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Welcome to our first edition of Friendôs 

News for 2011.  It is hard to believe that 

it is March already... it feels like weôve 

only just finished carving the ham and 

opening the Christmas presents!  

 I am very pleased to kick off the 

13th year for our wonderful volunteer 

organisation with some great news. 

Friends have been awarded a grant of 

$14,737.00 from the Queensland 

Government and the Gambling 

Community Benefit Fund.   

 The grant is for the installation of 

shade structures at the Friends Centre, 

as well as a shed for our (eagerly 

awaited) nursery.  This is indeed great 

news as our community organisation 

relies on grants and donations for the 

bulk of its activities.  This grant is on top 

of an earlier Gambling Community 

Benefit Fund grant which provided 

much of the equipment and facilities 

now in use at our Friends Centre.  

  l would like to once again 

acknowledge the work of our secretary 

Mary Woods who put in a great deal of 

effort lodging the grant application.  

Once gain the hard work has paid off... 

well done Mary!  

 I am also very pleased to announce 

that work to extend the primary pathway 

network is due to commence shortly. 

While the secondary ódecoô pathways 

are vital for exploring the living 

collection, the primary concrete pathway 

provides óall weatherô access for 

exploration of the Gardens.   

 This pathway extension will pick up 

the existing Mangroves to Mountains 

pathway, link up with the Gum Tree 

Corridor and continue around to the car 

park... essentially forming a circuit.  

While this work will create some short 

term disruptions, it is eagerly 

anticipated, being one more step in the 

creation of our very special Regional 

Botanic Gardens.  

 This publication is the primary way 

of keeping you up to date with Friendôs 

activities and all the ógoings onô at the 

Botanic Gardens.  Friends News is 

always filled with interesting and up to 

date information and this edition is no 

exception.  With the theme of People, 

Society, Botanic Gardens , this edition 

includes a terrific article on 

óVolunteeringô from our Founder and 

Communications Coordinator Kate 

Heffernan.  There is also a very 

interesting feature article on the 

Proteaceae Family, not to mention 

information on Myrtle Rust which is very 

topical right now and on the radar of 

Biosecurity Queensland.  

  Please enjoy and happy reading!  

 Finally, our first Community 

Planting Day of the year is our Autumn 

Planting Day on Sunday, March 27 th.  

This is always a wonderful time of the 

year in the Gardens with some beautiful 

flowering displays.  I look forward to 

seeing you there!  

  

  Nick Bloor  MPLA MAIH AIMM  
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 BIOSECURITY ALERT - MYRTLE RUST !  

 

 

 

 

 

Myrtle rust has reached Queensland.  

 

Periodically there is a statewide Biosecurity  alert 

on a pest or disease that has made its way into 

Australia from overseas or, in some cases, from 

interstate.  Plants from the Family MYRTACEAE 

are among the most prolific in Australia, and a 

fungal disease, Myrtle Rust, is the latest 

concern.     

Measures for its control are a priority for 

Department of Primary Industries officers.     

The Gardens had a routine visit from inspectors 

last week, and the Botanic Gardens staff and 

contractors, and our Friends gardening 

volunteers will all be watchful for the possible 

introduction of Myrtle Rust into the Botanic 

Gardens.    

As the New Year begins, we plan to 

have many different educational 

opportunities for all age groups at 

the Botanic Gardens. Each time we 

discover or understand something 

new we are engaging in education.  

Botanic Gardens play a critical role 

in educating all of us on issues 

about sustainability, biodiversity 

and climate change. Our Botanic 

Gardens present educational 

opportunities regularly through 

works hops ,  g u ided  wa lks , 

i n f o r m a t i o n  f a c t  s h e e t s , 

interpretative signs, plant labels, 

displays and the ever -increasing 

number of books in our library in 

the Friends Centre.  

The volunteers who work regularly 

in the Herbarium are collating many 

volumes of pressed plant species 

from the Living Collection of the 

Gardens for all to enjoy and to 

learn. Take time when you are 

visiting the Friends Centre to see 

the wonderful, professional work 

being done by this group.  

During the school holidays we 

offered the first Arts and Crafts 

Botanica for school aged children. 

While the numbers were not huge, 

those who came along to ñcreate 

from natureò enjoyed the 

experience. During the mid -

semester holidays in July we will 

again be offering Botanica 

activities.  

If you know of school aged children 

who would enjoy interacting with 

nature and being in the beautiful 

surroundings of our Botanic       

Gardens, make sure you check the 

GCCC Parks website and make a 

booking.  

We are always looking for 

volunteers to help out with these 

activities as well AND we almost 

have as much fun as the kids! 

Please make contact by email or 

phone. Details are listed in this 

newsletter.  

Make the most of the educational 

oppor tuni t ies  tha t  p resent 

themselves and enjoy!    

Rana Baguley  

Happiness is the Botanica Quest  

Education for Everyone at the Botanic Gardens  

The recommended reference for learning more about Myrtle Rust is the DPI website:  

www.dpi.qld.gov.au  ü Plants ü Plant health, pests & diseases ü AZ list 

http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/26.htm&sa=X&ei=ebxhTf7NFc6HcZjSvIAK&ved=0CCAQ6QUoADAA&usg=AFQjCNG3VIjS_6BCOJDbwSWS7Gcw6fxfIg
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/26_113.htm&sa=X&ei=ebxhTf7NFc6HcZjSvIAK&ved=0CCEQ6QUoATAA&usg=AFQjCNFTxJnhtt90QqHgu_FVkJxN_iO20w
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/4790_6460.htm&sa=X&ei=ebxhTf7NFc6HcZjSvIAK&ved=0CCIQ6QUoAjAA&usg=AFQjCNGlA2qVbtIlYFvEzsnmKYGrjUR1qw
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2011 promises to be another busy year for our 
Gardens. Our community planting days are always 
very important and popular events.  Ióm sure this year 

will be no exception.  

 

The planning sites for our first two community planting 
days for the year have been chosen and endorsed by 
the Horticultural Group. Our first day, the Autumn 
Planting on the 27 th of March has been chosen to be on 
the left -hand side of the entrance driveway. This area 
poses several challenges including the steep slope, 
rock faces and unusual soil conditions, as well as the 
narrow working area. That aside, the area has been 
crying out for a more attractive landscape planting as 
an entrance to our gardens. The area is not part of the 
Mangrove to Mountains transect, and as a result, the 
planting palette can be a little more varied. We have 
chosen to use mainly plants from the Proteaceae 
Family. For those of you who are not familiar with this 
plant family they include the many of the spectacular 
flowering genera, Grevillea, Banksia and Hakea as well 
as Macadamia and Stenocarpus to name but a few. The 
species and cultivars we hope to plant will include 
many of the best flowering specimens that will grow in 

our area.   

At our last planting day for the year we had a good roll 
up of planters. (Take a look at all the happy faces in the 
accompanying photograph from the day. These people 
radiate enthusiasm and commitment). We may get our 
hands a little dirty but we have fun. No experience is 
required; you can come along and learn the basics on 
the day. Think of the satisfaction you will have in 
watching the plants you planted grow to be part of our 

plant collection.  

 

While on the subject of volunteers I am on the lookout 
for volunteers for a small óLiving Collections Teamô to 
assist with plant selection and maintenance. Some 
Australian plant knowledge and experience is desirable 

(but not necessary if you are keen).      

 

Maintenance working bees have been in operation on a 
weekly basis for the past few weeks in an attempt to 
restore the Mangrove to Mountains walk to some sort 
of weed free condition. Much of this part of our 

Gardens has been badly overgrown with weeds since 
the heavy rains as the staff try to catch up with their 
work. Our work is a little hard at this time of year and I 
thank the few volunteers who show up each 
Wednesday morning at 6.30am. We badly need more 
people to turn up to help us as we still have a long way 
to go. Hopefully we will soon reach a point where we 
can also do some planting to break the monotony of 

the weeding.  

We have been fortunate to locate a nursery that has 
supplied some good sized seed -grown grass trees of 
the correct species ( Xanthorrhoea glauca ) for the 
Montane. These were planted recently, giving the area 

a new character.  

We are hoping that the long awaited pathway extension 
to this area may also include some decking over the 
lower section of the pathway. When this is done it will 
open up the walk to this interesting section of our 

Gardens.  

 

Since the last report the Gardens have suffered several 
plant losses in one area of the Mangrove to Mountains. 
The greatest losses have occurred to plants in the      
Fabaceae or Pea family in the Eucalypt woodland 
section. These losses seem to be as a result of the 
extremely heavy rains of recent times. Although on a 
slope, the area is poorly drained and very slow to dry 
out. It seems just a short time ago, in late winter and 
early Spring, when these plants were giving us a 
magnificent flowering display. What a pity; the plants 
were planted during the drought and survived, but 
unfortunately, could not survive the big wet! Before 
planting there again, the HRG will further investigate 
the conditions and perhaps amend the drainage and 

soil conditions.  

 

Finally, please mark the Autumn Planting day into your 

calendar.  We hope to see you there.   

Alan Donaldson  

Living Collection Report  

 

 



Most garden enthusiasts easily  
recognise the genera Banksia,   
Grevillea and Protea, but the 
family relationship between them 

is not always obvious.  

They are all members of the        
Proteaceae Family which also 
includes other well known genera 
such as Hakea, Buckinghamia,   
Lomatia, Dryandra, Macadamia 
and Telopea (Waratah) to name but 
a few of the 75 genera that belong 
to this extremely interesting plant 

family.  

Whilst each individual genus of 
the family may be easy to identify, 
as a family group they appear to 
be highly variable, without a 
common simple diagnostic 
identifying key. The family was 
first described by the French 
botanist Antoine Laurent de 
Jussieu (1748 -1836) and named 
after the sea -god Proteus who 

could change form at will.  

The family is native to the 
Southern Hemisphere, and found 
mostly in Australia, South Africa 
and South America. Only two 
species occur in New Zealand. In 
Australia there are 46 genera and 
almost 1100 species. They are a 
good example of a Gondwanan 

plant family, some of them over 90 

million years old.   

They are generally evergreen trees 
or shrubs with very showy 
inflorescences that have many 
small, densely packed flowers on 
a compact head or spike. The 
flowers are highly attractive to a 
large variety of birds and insects 
and other small animals. Their 

pollination is highly specialised.  

Many species have adapted to fire 
in a variety of ways: some re -
sprout and some re -seed. The 
smoke from the fire may assist in 

the seed germination.  

Many have specialised clustered 
masses of lateral roots and hairs 
known as óproteoid rootsô that are 
an adaptation to growth in nutrient 
deficient soils. The adaptation 
leaves them highly vulnerable to 
die back and intolerant of 
fertilisers with high phosphorus 

content.  

Come and join us plant many of 
the Proteaceae family genera and    
species at our first community 
planting day for 2011 on March 

27th. 

Alan Donaldson  

The Proteaceae Family  
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VOLUNTEERING WITH FRIENDS 

There are many reasons for becoming a Friend of the 

Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens and every 

Friend makes a difference in some way. Some Friends 

are supporters, maintaining regular membership and 

receiving quarterly news updates through the 

Newsletter. Others are more active, and may 

participate in one or many honorary activities. 

Whatever guise Friends membership may take, all 

would believe in the value of the practical work of the 

Friends and, just as importantly, the role of the 

Botanic Gardens in the wider community.  

Becoming a Friend and volunteering has rewards of 

different kinds for every member. There are numerous 

specialised groups within Friends and each has a 

significant role. There are many skills needed to 

continue to progress the Gardens. The first of the 

many ógreenô jobs are highlighted in this issue of the 

Newsletter.  

For many Friends members, the journey started over 

13 years ago, when the group first incorporated, as 

advocates for a Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens. 

Since that time, the Gardens have grown not only 

through the expansion of the Living Collection, but in 

their stature within the community and among visitors 

to the Gold Coast. In all this time there has been a 

close association growing and developing with the 

City Council, the custodians of the Botanic Gardens 

asset for the Gold Coast community.  

Planting days take a great deal of passion and energy 

to organise and are attended by many keen Friends 

and community volunteers. Often highlighted as one 

of Friendsô major achievements during Friends or 

Botanic Gardens events is the incredible contribution 

made by Friends in the planning and planting of the 

Mangroves to Mountains as well as other important 

areas of the Gardens. It takes people and it takes 

plants to create a Botanic Gardens; in the world of 

Botanic Gardens one cannot function without the 

other. Some tens of thousands of plants have been 

installed by a Friends -led community, in times of 

drought and heat, on early winter mornings and in 

pouring rain.  

Both the rare and the ordinary from the regional plant 

world are represented in the Living Collection. Small 

ephemeral plants grow alongside giant trees of the 

future. All have a place, and understanding their 

individual growing needs is essential if the Garden is 

to prosper as  just that ð a garden , albeit a low 

resource native one. Sourcing the plant material is 

difficult, at times impossible, and many of the species 

                                                Friends of the Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens newsletter  March 2011                  Page 6 

In this issue of Friends News, Communications 

Coordinator Kate Heffernan begins a series 

spotlighting the role of Friends Volunteers and 

the valuable work they do.  

The first article focuses on the ógreen jobsé. ô 


