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All Friends are encouraged to participate in any or all of the following:  
 
September:  
25 Sunday  Threatened Species Planting Day ï Community Planting Day  
 
October:  
11 Tuesday  Queensland Arbor Day  
 
November:  
26 Sunday  7-9am Summer Planting Day  
 9.30am AGM 
 
Plus regular activities:  

¶ Maintenance mornings ï every Wednesday: Apr -Sep 7.00am, Oct -Mar 7.00am 

¶ Herbarium sessions ï Tuesdays & Saturdays 9 -12 noon, Herbarium Bldg.  

¶ Friends meetings ï 1st Mondays 5.30 -7.30pm, Friends Centre (except January)  

¶ Australian Plants Gold Coast speaker/workshop/meetings ï 4th Tuesdays 5.30 -7.30pm, 
Friends Centre (except December)  

PLANTING DAYS 2011  

Threatened Species Day  

Sunday 25th September  

Schools Arbor Day  

Tuesday October 11th  

AGM and Planting  

Sunday November 26th  

 
The 2nd graduate group of 
SMART Gardeners is now 
active in the Community.  
 
If there are any groups/
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w a n t i n g 
gardening advice please 
contact the coordinator  
 

noreen@swanjoy.com  
 

 or enquire at the Friends 
Centre.  

SMART Gardeners at Work  

Eucalyptus delegatensis  Southern Alpine                   

Ash Christchurch 2009 over 30m tall, 30m 

crown spread and 3.2m diameter.  Estimated 

age of 125 years.  

This giant is depicted with Alan Donaldson  

adding a visual scale to its overall dimension.  

Please note:  correction to the species name 

from the Winter edition (back page)  

Images Pp 3,5,6,8 &11 
Courtesy Kate Heffernan 
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 Presidentõs Report 

Welcome to the fresh Spring edition of Friendôs News!  
 
Spring is always a wonderful time of the year in the Botanic 
Gardens.  This year we have had an extra special ókick 
startô with  ample August rains.  In actual fact last month 
was the wettest on record for much of the Queensland 
coast between Mackay and Coolangatta; with Coolangatta 
receiving over 200mm... itôs highest rainfall in the 28 years 
of record keeping!  This unseasonably high rainfall has 
been due to a large and slow moving high pressure system 
over the Tasman Sea.  This high pressure system steered 
moist easterly winds across the Queensland coast at a time 
of the year when winds are usually light and dry, from a 
westerly direction.  
 
The theme for this monthôs newsletter is Threatened and 
Endangered Species .  Australia is home to more than 
600,000 species in total and more than 80% of all plants are 
regional species and only found here in Australia.  
Changes to the Australian landscape and native habitat as 
a result of human activity are constantly placing many of 
these species at risk.  In 2002 Biologist EO Wilson 
estimated that if human caused destruction continued at 
the current rate, one -half of all species of life on earth will 
be extinct in 100 years.  More significantly, the rate of 
species extinction is currently estimated at between 100 to 
1,000 times the average rate of extinction experienced in 
the evolutionary time scale of Earth.  Now thatôs mind 
boggling!   
 
Every day, all around the globe, Botanic Gardens play a 
vital and increasingly important role in protecting and 
preserving the worldôs threatened and endangered species.  
At Friends we are very proud of the practical part we are 
playing here at the Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens.  
 
As has been the case for many months now, a walk around 
the Gardens will reveal a hive of activity, with the 
expansion of the primary and secondary pathway network 
and landscaping works around the Friends Centre. I am 
also pleased to report that the installation of the front entry 
gates is now complete, finalising the boundary fencing 
project and securing the Gardens.  The Botanic Gardens 
are now at ólock-up stageô, ensuring the living collection 
and other significant assets can now be secured outside of 
regular daytime operating hours. This is also an important 
public safety feature as recycled water is used on the site 
after hours.  
 
I look forward to seeing you at one of our many activities 
over the coming months, including the Spring Community 
Planting Day on September 25, Queensland Arbor Day on 
October 11 and of course our Summer Community Planting 
Day and Friends AGM on November 26.  
 
Cheers  

Nick Bloor (0411 348 611)  

Green Army at work in the gardens  
I 
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The recent rains have been a mixed blessing. They 
came in time to help our National Tree Day 
plantings though they have caused some delays 
with the preparation for our September 25 
plantings. Site preparation and landscaping work 
for the site around the Friends Centre is now in 
progress. Because of the slope this work is more 
complicated than most other projects we have 
undertaken, however, it also provides more 
opportunities to provide a spectacular garden. 
Kateôs design (based on the earlier Place design) is 
being constructed with the assistance of GCCC 
trainees. Material supplies and wet weather delays 
have caused problems.  We are optimistic that this 
work and the nearby pathway extension to the 
Montane will all be completed in time for the 
planting day.  
 
Plant selection and sourcing is now underway. 
There will be a mix of local indigenous species and 
other ñshowyò natives. The aim is to showcase 
native plants suitable for a Gold Coast home 
garden.  
 
Another important aspect of the coming planting 
day is the planting of host plants for the threatened 
Richmond Birdwing butterfly ( Pararistolochia 
praevenosa ) as proposed by Friends to the HRG. 
Various areas around the gardens have been 
selected to plant around 60 plants.  
 
Unfortunately, we lost over 20 of the taller Eucalypt 
species we planted on the National Tree Day site. 
Plants were being snapped off at the height of the 
tree guards and my initial concern was that it was 
due to vandalism. Another theory was that it was 
caused by water pressure from the water truck. 
Finally, Nathan, one of our staff members, 
observed that the breakages were caused by crows 
landing on the tree guards and snapping the 

plants.  By changing the rigid tree guards to a 
shorter less rigid plastic type, the damage appears 
to have stopped. Replacements have now been 
planted by our Maintenance working bee 
volunteers. Meanwhile the area has been mulched 
with the assistance of the GCCC trainees and 
GCCC staff, and it is all looking good. The pruning 
of the lower branches and mulching to the new 
pathway in the other sections of the Gum tree 
corridor has really made the area come of age. 
Additional interpretation signs for the corridor are 
currently being drafted.  
 
Arbor Day planning is also underway. 
Approximately 100 plants will be added to the Bush 
Foods garden on the day. Several volunteers from 
Kateôs TAFE class have buoyed our small team of 
Maintenance workers. Their help has been 
invaluable and it is great to work with them, as they 
are enthusiastic and energetic.  
 
In recent times we have placed many new plants in 
the Mangroves to Mountains, constructed a new 
track, continued the weeding program, established 
our temporary nursery and re -organised the tool 
container. (Thanks to Treasurer Gareth for 
providing the funds and assisting with the 
purchase of the shelving).  
 
In addition, the TAFE students have worked with 
Kate on other planting and construction projects 
such as the Bamboo Island, pruning of the lower 
branches of the gum trees and the plantings on the 
left hand side entrance garden. They also played a 
big part volunteering with Friends on National Tree 
Day; the future of our gardens volunteer program 
relies on young people such as these.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all at our Planting Day 

on September 25.  

      Living Collection Report  -  Spring 2011     

            Alan Donaldson  

Open Eucalypt Woodland understorey  

2011ðsame site  2008 Threatened species site  BEFORE  AFTER  

Images  courtesy of Alan Donaldson 
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Visitors  
The Visitorôs Book for the past few months features all 
positive comments and compliments for our 
developing botanic garden. International visitors 
feature strongly, and our unique regional identity is 
often the focus of discussions at the Friends Centre 
and comments in the book. We can be sure that 
interstate and international visitors return home with a 
strong image of the Gold Coastôs biodiversity, 
especially through late winter and early spring when 
the flowering period is at its peak.  
 
Gold Coast locals are venturing further afield now that 
the new primary pathways are complete and often stop 
to remark on the transformation of the gardens in more 
recent times.  
 
Some of our more illustrious visitors have included a 
group from the Commonwealth Games Committee who 
shared a brief visit hosted by Mary and Gareth; 
Friendship Force Gold Coast hosted a group of 
Chilean visitors recently and enjoyed lunch on the 
Friends centre verandah after a tree planting 
ceremony; former Director of Royal Botanic gardens 
Melbourne Richard Barley, along with Queensland 
Coordinator of Open Gardens Australia (O.G. A) Fiona 
Rafferty spent a Saturday afternoon at the gardens 
with Alan and me. óInspirationalô was the description 
used in the Visitors Book; high praise from Richard 
who well understands the challenges of creating and 

managing 
a botanic 
garden.  

 

Partnerships  
Recent activity at the gardens is a result of strong 
partnerships with Friends volunteers, Council and 
Training Groups.  
 
The secondary pathway completing the M to M circuit 
through the Freshwater Wetlands and Montane has 
been constructed as part of a Green Army Training 
Programme. Under the direction of Supervisor Wendy 
Lamp (also a Friends member), they are assisting with 
many gardens projects. Wendy and her team of 
trainees are making an invaluable contribution to the 
gardens. The Green Army Team have also assisted 
with the preparation of the garden beds adjacent to the 

Friends Centre as well as renovating the Freshwater 
Wetlands Creek, creating various tertiary tracks, 
mulching the last planting day site and pruning 
sections of the Gum Tree Corridor.  
Gold Coast TAFE Horticulture students also share in 
the maintenance of the gardens with 5 regulars 
attending maintenance mornings twice per week.  
This contribution, vital to the development of practical 
horticulture skills makes a significant contribution to 
the gardens. Class groups have also contributed to the 
pruning in the Gum Tree Corridor.  
 

Challenges  
When Rosser Park was selected as the best location 
for the Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens in 2003 it 
was a regional park, well loved by locals. Because of 
itsô off leash dog area it was, and still is, a favourite 
with dog walkers. The park has been transformed from 
primarily wide expanses of grass with a scattering of 
trees into an important Regional Botanic Garden. The 
changes are amazing, as evidenced by the comments 
mentioned before in the Visitors Book. With this 
transformation comes responsibility and major 
changes to the way the gardens are managed and 
maintained. The volume of visitation means more 
traffic and greater pressure on facilities and busier 
pathways. Extending the Living Collection, which is 
the very core of the Botanic Gardens existence, means 
decisions are made on the removal of Camphor 
Laurels that impact on the collection, as well as 
changes to vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian access 
around the gardens road and pathway networks. Much 
work is being done behind the scenes to make every 
visitor feel valued and create a safe, exciting and 
sustainable Botanic Gardens. Soon bicycles will be 
restricted from secondary paths and cross -overs and 
traffic calming devices installed.  
 
In order to extend the Bush Foods Garden, three 
camphor laurel trees are being removed. As Class 3 
declared Weeds the three camphors prevent healthy 
growth of nearby plants and must go. They are being 
replaced by hundreds of rainforest treesé.giants of a 
sustainable future. A few gardens users do not 
understand the devastating impact of invasive species 
like camphorôs on the bushland of the hills and valleys 
of the hinterland. Seeds are carried by birds into moist 
gullies where, in a short time, they take over the native 
bush, leaving mammals and birds without a natural 
habitat and suitable food.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Gardens          
  Kate Heffernan  
  Communications Coordinator                  

Alan with Richard Barley and Fiona 

  STOP PRESS   é.. 

Plans are underway to launch Friends mem-
ber Lyn Reillyôs children's Birdwing book, 

ñBIRDWING¬S NEW HOME®  on 

Planting Day Nov 27. Friends are publishing 
this wonderful book.  Watch for more details 
in the next newsletter . You are invited to are 

this special event.  
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  Rare and the Threatened species planted  at the Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens  

   With images by Kate Heffernan  

Binomial  Common name  

Acacia oôshanesii Feather Wattle  

Acacia suaveolens  Sweet Wattle  

Acronychia wilcoxiana  Silver Aspen  

Alpinea arundelliana  Narrow - leaved Native Gin-
ger  

Angophora subvelutina  Broad leaf Apple  

Anopterus macleayanus  Macleay Laurel  

Argophyllum nullamense  Silver Leaf  

Banksia aemula  Wallum Banksia  

Banksia oblongifolia  Dwarf Banksia  

Brachychiton bidwillii  Little Kurrajong  

Brachychiton discolor  Lace Bark Tree  

Brachychiton sp. Ormeau    

  

Burchardia umbellata  Milkmaids  

Cassia marksiana  Brush Cassia  

Corymbia henryi  Large Leaf Spotted Gum  

Corymbia trachyphloia  Brown Bloodwood  

Cupaniopsis flagelli-
formis var. australis  

Narrow Leaved Tuckeroo  

Davidsonia johnsonii  Smooth Davidsonôs Plum 

Diploglottis campbellii  Small Leaved Tamarind  

Endiandra globosa  Black Walnut  

Eucalyptus bancroftii  Tumbledown Gum  

Eucalyptus codonocarpa  Bell fruited Mallee  

Eucalyptus curtisii  Brisbane Mallee  

Eucalyptus major  Large Fruited Grey Gum  

Eucalyptus melliodora  Yellow Box  

Eucalyptus saligna 
subsp. saligna  

Sydney Blue Gum  

Gompholobium virgatum 
var virgatum  

Wedge pea  

Goodenia ovata   Hop Goodenia  

Hakea actites  Wallum Hakea  

Hicksbeachia pinnatifolia  Red Boppel Nut  

Micromelum minutum  Cluster Berry  

Mischocarpus anodontus  Veiny Pear Fruit  

Ochrosia moorei  Southern Ochrosia  

Oxylobium robustum  Shaggy Pea  

Phaius australis  Swamp Orchid  

Plectranthus argentatus  Silver Plectranthus  

Podolepis monticola    

Podolobium scandens  Creeping Shaggy Pea  

Prostanthera phylicifolia    

Pultenaea cunninghamii   Syn.  P. spinosa  

Pultenaea euchila  Orange Pea Bush  

Randia moorei  Spiny Gardenia  

Rhodamnia maideniana  Smooth Scrub Turpentine  

Rulingia salvifolia   Silver Rulingia  

Sophora fraseri    

Syzygium moorei  Durobby  

Tephrosia refula    

Westringia blakeana    

Xanthorrhoea fulva  Swamp Grass Tree  

Xanthorrhoea glauca 
subsp. glauca  

Blue Leaf Grass Tree  

Podolepis monticola 

Acacia suaveolens 
Eucalyptus bancroftii 

Gompholobium Burchardia umbellata 



Lyn Reilly  

 
Butterflies are internationally 
r e c ogn i s e d  as  va l ua b l e 
indicators of a healthy, 
b i o d i v e r s e  e n v i r o n m e n t , 
sensitive to subtle changes in 
habitat or climate.  
 
To see these ófairies of the 
forestô on the wing ï the green 
and black males or the gold, 
white and black females ï is to 
become entranced. They are a 
beautiful sight in their own right 
as well as showing us that we 
have a healthy environment to 
live in.  
 
During the Spring Community 
Planting Day on September 25, 
we will be planting Birdwing 
vines in various parts of the 
Gardens. Some will become 
obvious to the public for 
educational purposes while 
others will be out of sight of 
main thoroughfares.  Our 
Gardens will then become an 
important link - part of a corridor 
so the Birdwings can move 
through the area and breed here. 
This will be especially important 
as the climate changes in the 
future.  The Richmond Birdwing 
Conservation Network (part of 
Wildlife Preservation Society, 
Qld) has been supporting and 
helping us as we progress from 
plans to deeds.  
 

Some history : 
 
In the 1880s Richmond Birdwing 
butterflies were seen in the 
streets of Brisbane. Their range 
extended from Maryborough 
south to Lismore. Since then, 
habitat clearing, including 
destruction of their larvaeôs 
special food vine Parastolochia 
praevenosa , has seen them lost 
from two -thirds of this original 
range.  
 
Th i s  dec l i ne  has  been 
exacerbated by the spread of the 
exotic (feral!) Dutchmanôs Pipe 
plant Aristolochia elegans , 
which attracts egg -laying 
females but is toxic to their 

feeding larvae. (For this reason 
Biosecurity Queensland has 
declared it a Class 3 weed and 
its sale is forbidden.)  
In the last twenty years, planting 
of these Birdwing vines on 
private and public land, in 
school yards and community 
spaces has seen a welcome 
resurgence of this beautiful 
creature.  
 

Recent developments : 
 
While growers on the Sunshine 
Coast have been busy óBringing 
back the Birdwingô in recent 
years, some of our Friends at 
Mudgeeraba and Tallebudgera 
Valley have had success too. We 
thank Graham and Helena for 
their valuable input into our 
planning.  
We hope to hold workshops for 
schoolchi ldren and local 
community members in the near 

future and have applied for a 
grant to assist us with these.  
Also in the pipeline is a 
childrenôs picture book 
óBirdwings New Homeô which will 
be published under the auspices 
of the Friends. We had hoped to 
launch it at this Planting Day but 
the detailed illustrations are 
necessarily time -consuming as 
is the organisation in the 
background.  
We invite you to keep an eye on 
the progress of our óBirdwing 
Projectô ï the plantings, 
workshops and book launch ï 
and one day the arrival of 
beautiful Birdwings in our 
Gardens.  

 

Thanks to Ray Seddon, Corridor 
Convenor, Richmond Birdwing 
Conservation Network, for 
permission to use his photos in 
this article.  

 

Beautiful Birdwings  


